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Born in Montreal, Canada. Grew up on the Canadian prairies and Sweden. First came to Japan in
1982 and then again in 1988 as a student at Kumamoto University. Graduated from the University
of British Columbia in 1991. After completing a year on a Stanford University scholarship at the
Inter—-University Center for Japanese Studies, began her career at Shimizukobundo academic
publishing company as a writer of ethnology and rural community issues. Publishing 13 books in
Japanese, from 1998 became director of an ongoing environmental book series. From 1994 she was
named a member of the Japanese national committee for promoting environmental ly sound agriculture

and since then has worked on several government committees with the Ministry of Agriculture,
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Forestry and Fisheries, Ministry of the Environment and the Prime Minister’ s Office. In 1997,
she joined Miyagi University and worked at the university’ s International Center until 2008
From 1999 she has been an advisor and is member of the Japanese Ministry of Environment government
review team member for the Intergovernmental Panel for Climate Change (IPCC) 3rd, 4th Assessment
reports, and currently IPCC AR5, attending plenaries as a member of the Japanese government
delegation. In the spring of 2008, she moved to Kanazawa/lshikawa to become the founding director
of the United Nations University—Institute of Advanced Studies Operating Unit Ishikawa/Kanazawa.
With a mandate to |ink research to policy development and implementation, worked closely with
researchers involved in ecosystem assessments, local and national policy makers and UN conventions
related to the environment. Working with the Secretariat of the Convention on Biological Diversity
on marine related issues, at COP10 Nagoya 2010 co—establ ished the Sustainable Ocean Initiative,
an interface between science and policy to strengthen the marine biodiversity elements of the
convention. She joined the Graduate School of Global Environmental Studies in 2009 as a part time
lecturer on Environmental History, taking up a full-time position lecturing on global

environmental policy from September 2011.
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Born in Tokyo and raised in Yokohama, | received Ph.D. from Erasmus Universiteit Rotterdam in

the Netherlands and MAs both from Columbia University in the US and Keio University in Japan

Prior to this position, | was an Associate Professor at Kansai University (2010-2014) and an
Assistant Professor (2007-2010) and Associate Dean at the Graduate School of International
Management of International University of Japan. Apart from my academic career, | have work
experience in the environmental and energy consultancy. My previous positions include senior
analyst positions at Mitsubishi Securities in Tokyo and Innovest Strategic Value Advisors in New
York as well as consultant positions at the Department of Economic and Social Affairs (DESA) at
the UN headquarter in New York and at the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change
(UNFCCC) in Bonn. Presently, | work as an author, reviewer, and guest editor for international

journals on corporate environmental and energy strategy.
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